My War Memories, 1914-1918
another strong position between the Danube, near the mouth of the Calmatuiu, and the mountains to the south-west of Rimnicu Sarat. In the mountains west and north-west of those positions the Rumanians were in close touch with the troops facing the Archduke Charles' Army Group.
Field-Marshal von Mackcnsen had meanwhile ordered the Bulgarian 3rd Army also to advance up the right bank of the Danube. Without meeting any serious resistance, it pushed on as far as the mouth of this river, which was actually reached on the 24th of December. It then wheeled in the direction of the Braila right bank bridge-head, at and down stream from Macin. In the plain west of the Danube the Army Group could not attack until ammunition had been brought up. After a very violent struggle, the gth Army broke through the Russian and Rumanian positions at Christmas and forced the enemy to withdraw his whole front towards the upper Screth, more particularly in the direction of Braila and Focsani.
South of the Sereth, however, the enemy's resistance was in no way broken and fighting in Wallachia went on well into January. Our men were in sore need of rest. I was worried as to how I was to get them out of this corner again to the larger theatres of war. Everything possible had been done to put the Rumanian railways into working order again, but they could only cope with a very limited amount of traffic. We also made preparation to transport troops by way of the Danube, but with am unusually severe winter setting in, we had to reckon with the freezing up of the river* In spite of all our efforts, it would in any case take a long time to get all our troops away. At last, after another violent battle, the Danube Army took Braila on January 4th, It reached the Scroth, down stream to the confluence of the Buzau, Keeping touch with the Danube Army, the gth Army had pushed forward to the Screth in the course of continuous engagements in which the Russians pressed us particularly hard on the 6th, On the 8th, the gth Army captured Focsani and the region north of the town as far as the Putna.
The attacks which the Archduke^Charles' Army Group had
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